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Greetings	Probians.																																											 	

Lá	Fhéile	Pádraig	sona	dibh	
Happy	St.	Patrick’s	Day	to	you.	

First	things	first	–	you	now	have	a	new	committee	
which	is	as	follows:	

	

Committee: 
President: Stuart Hoskins 

Vice President: Wendy Wildman (Membership) 

Secretary: Louise Hoskins 

Treasurer: Rose Robson 

Committee Members: 

Kevin Johnson (Speakers) 
Robin Rogers (Activities) 
Glenys Richards (Activities) 
Joy Hawes (Hospitality) 
Ros Gates (Hospitality) 
Joyce Edmonds (Media) 

Assistants: (but not on committee) 

Kelsay Bateman (Meet and Greet) 
Carmel Stott (Photography 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT  	 
	

Welcome to the new 
Probus year.	

A warm welcome to 
your new committee 
who will do their 
very best by you this 
coming year.   

These are very 
troubling times right across the world 
and we will not be immune, with an 
average age of our members at 73 
years, serious thought needs to be 
taken to help protect our precious 
members, and society as a whole.	

Your support during the coming weeks 
and months is crucial to all of us 
arriving safe and sound come spring.	

With this in mind, stay warm, stay 
calm, stay well.	

Your President	

Stuart	
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2020	at	10:00	am	
Denmark	Country	Club	
Speaker:			
Lunch:		In-house.	



 

Newsletter 
After five years a new 
committee also means a 
new editor of the 
Newsletter – me   -   		

Joyce Edmonds.			

I	extend	a	huge	thanks	to	
Carmel	Stott	for	the	
wonderful	job	she	has	done	

over	the	past	five	years.		I	just	hope	I	can	live	up	
to	the	standard	that	she	has	set.	

Who	am	I?		Briefly	-	I	am	a	former	geologist.	The	
discovery	of	diamonds	in	Western	Australia	
brought	me	to	Perth.		I	worked	in	the	diamond	
industry	until	the	GFC.		After	being	out	of	work	
for	a	year	I	secured	a	position	in	the	Geological	
Survey	of	Western	Australia	(department	of	
mines)	where	I	worked	until	retirement	at	the	
end	of	2016.		I	have	lived	in	Denmark	since	then.		
I	enjoyed	folk	dancing	of	any	description	whilst	
living	in	Perth,	and	currently	enjoy	singing	in	two	
choirs.		I	also	enjoy	artistic	pursuits.	

	
March Guest 
Speaker 

The guest speaker 
for March was our 
own Brian Levet, 
talking on the subject 
of volcanoes. 
Brian began his talk 
with the quote, by 
Will Durant - 
"Civilization exists by 
geological consent, subject to change without 

notice." 
He then proceeded to demonstrate this by 
showing us the awesome power of 
volcanoes.   
It is not surprising that Brian developed an 
interest in volcanoes, when you consider that 
he (and Robyn too) was born near the 
Menengai crater in Kenya. He has also had 
the pleasure of hiking around Mount Kenya. 
We were treated to an exquisite series of 
photos of the many volcanoes in Africa and 
around the world.  

	

 

 

We learned that the oldest known fossilised 
human footprints were made in volcanic ash 
around 3.6 million years ago. Still today the 
fertile soils that volcanoes provide ensure 
that people live in close proximity to them. 
Indonesia and the Philippines are an 
example, with 40 percent of the world's 
active volcanoes and large populations living 
nearby.  
It was encouraging to learn that super 
volcanoes only erupt every 500 to 1000 
years. The eruption of Tambora was the 

most powerful in recorded history. The 
resulting ash cloud  cooled the planet for 
months, contributed to crop failures in Europe 
and spread epidemics as people fled 
starvation. Toba super eruption in Sumatra 
reduced the temperature of the Earth for 3 
years and contributed to the last ice age. 
Learning of the power of volcanoes certainly 
brought home the truth of the opening quote 
and that we humans are not as much in 
control of the planet as we might think we 
are.  
Thank you Brian, for a most enlightening talk. 




